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By Debra Caron
SPECIAL TO INDEPENDENT 

NEWSMEDIA

In July of 2010, Karen Ja-
nitell was on top of her game. 
Life was at a high point. At 
age 54, she was enjoying a 
successful career as an ex-
ecutive for Western Inter-
national University, and she 
was blessed with strength, 
energy, and an easy, grace-
ful beauty. She knew she had 
it good and she was grate-
ful. However, Ms. Janitell got 
the shock of her life when a 
routine checkup resulted in 
a cancer diagnosis.

“I was truly at a great 
spot in my life and felt like 
I had everything going for 
me,” Ms. Janitell recalls. “It 
wasn’t even on my radar to 
think something like this was 
coming my way - to say it was 
a life-altering surprise is an 
understatement… initially, 
I was told it was stage zero 
breast cancer but further 
tests found it to be stage 3-C, 
one step below metastatic 
breast cancer.”

Over the next eight years, 
she would undergo twelve 
surgeries, 37 radiation treat-
ments, and three rounds of 
chemotherapy, including an 
entire year of a daily pill that 

left her feeling depleted and 
sick to the point of being un-
able to do little more than 
get out of bed in the morn-
ing. As with many who bat-
tle cancer, Ms. Janitell lost 
her hair, her eyebrows, her 
eyelashes and in some ways 
her sense of who she was in 
the world.

“To go from being a 
high-power, respected ex-
ecutive with a natural exu-
berance for life to this un-
recognizable version of 

myself was very difficult,” 
Ms. Janitell says. “Even as 
I went through treatment 
and was beginning to feel 
better and more energet-
ic, people would always say 
‘oh my goodness, you look so 
tired! Are you okay?’ and it 
just broke my heart.”

Fortunately for Ms. Ja-
nitell, her daughter, Dr. Jen-
nessa Iannitelli, was making 
a shift in her career, moving 
out of trauma surgery and 

As a local fi nancial leader, 
Credit Union West is com-
mitted to supporting Mar-
icopa and Yavapai counties 
through programs that ben-
efi t the community-at-large. 
In 2019, the credit union is 
offering $5,000 in scholar-
ships to graduating high 
school seniors. These five 
$1,000 awards will allow lo-
cal high school graduates to 
offset the cost of studying at 
a four-year college, commu-
nity college or trade school.

With a special focus, two 
of these $1,000 scholar-
ships are reserved for stu-
dents who participated in 
their school’s Junior Re-

serve Officers’ Training 
Corps (JROTC). The re-
maining three awards are 
open to all local graduates 
who meet the scholarship 
requirements.  

“We are committed to 
advancing the econom-
ic strength of Maricopa 
and Yavapai counties,” said 
Karen Roch, President and 
CEO of Credit Union West. 
“These scholarships help lo-
cal students gain the knowl-
edge and skills needed to fi ll 
local jobs and become con-
tributing members of their 
communities.”

Maricopa and Yavapai 
County students who grad-

uate in 2019 and plan to at-
tend college or trade school
in the fall can apply for a
Credit Union West scholar-
ship from January 1, 2019 to
March 29, 2019. The applica-
tion form and rules can be
found online. Scholarship
winners will be announced
by May 1, 2019.

Credit Union West,
which has banking centers
throughout the West Valley
and a new corporate center
opening at 10150 W. Des-
ert River Blvd., this spring
was founded in 1951 and is
an award-winning fi nancial
cooperative. 

Visit www.cuwest.org.

Glendale Tire, at 8334 W. 
Glendale Ave., has signed on 
as a U-Haul neighborhood 
dealer to serve the Glendale 
community.

The arrival of U-Haul 
Truck Share 24/7 is revo-
lutionizing the moving in-
dustry through its more con-
venient, more secure way to 
pick up and return a truck. 
U-Haul live verifi cation tech-
nology allows rental trans-
actions to be carried out 
entirely on a smartphone 
at any hour – day or night. 
There are no membership 
fees. Simply visit uhaul.com 
to create an online account.

Glendale Tire owner Lar-
ry Dees is proud to team 
with the industry leader in 

do-it-yourself moving and 
self-storage to better meet 
the demands of Maricopa 

County.
U-Haul and Glendale Tire 

are striving to benefit the 
environment through sus-
tainability initiatives. Truck 
sharing is a core U-Haul sus-
tainability business practice 
that allows individuals to ac-
cess a fl eet of trucks that is 
larger than what they could 
access on an individual ba-
sis.

Normal business hours 
are 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Mon-
day-Saturday and 8 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Sunday. Reserve 
U-Haul products at this deal-
er location by calling 623-
386-8194 or visiting https://
www.uhaul.com/Locations/
Truck-Rentals-near-Glen-
dale-AZ-85305/050108.

Holiday Retirement’s 
Westgate Village wel-
comed the Glendale com-
munity to its grand open-
ing event Dec. 18, with an 
offi cial ribbon cutting cer-
emony featuring Glendale 
Mayor Jerry Weiers and an 

old car show. 
The new independent 

senior living community, 
8847 W. Glendale Ave., of-
fers 129 apartments with 
amenities including spa 
services, restaurant-style 
dining and high-end appli-

ances. The community also
employs dozens of full-time
team members, generating
nearly $1 million in wages
and benefi ts. 

Visit  www.holidaytouch.
com/our-communities/
westgate-village.

Now open
The Glendale Chamber of Commerce hosted a ribbon cutting event Jan. 16 at the newly opened Pearle Vision, 7870 W. 
Bell Road, Suite 1 10. Services range from comprehensive eye care to fi tting with prescription eyeglasses, sunglasses 
and contact lenses. Visit www.pearlevision.com.

Mother-daughter team 
provide healing inside and out

Dr. Jennessa Iannitelli, left, and her mother, Karen Janitell [Submitted photo]

Glendale Tire expands 
reach with U-Haul 

dealership

The location will offer U-Haul trucks, 
trailers, towing equipment, moving 
supplies and boxes. [Submitted 
photo]

Holiday Retirement’s 
Westgate Village 

celebrates grand opening 

Credit Union West 
announces fi ve academic 

scholarships in 2019
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